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April 30, 2010

j Chabot Space and Science Center Foundation
Attn: Mr. Alexander Zwissler, Executive Director

REDACTED

Warning Letter Re: FPPC File No, 10/112: Chabot Space and Science Center Foundation

Dear Mr. Zwissler:

The Fair Political Pmmu.s Commission (the “"FPPC™) enforces the provisions of the
Political Retorm Act (the ™ \Lt“) found in Government Code section 81000, et seq. This letter
1$ as a result of a pro-active investigation begun against vou by the FPPC that ai%umd that the
Chabot Space and Science Center Foundation (“Foundation™) failed to file major donor
statemerns und may have made contributions to the Economic Stimulus of Oakland committee
(“committee”) by use of cashier's checks,

The FPPC has completed its investigation of the facts in this case. Spectfically, the FPPC
was provided evidence that the Foundation did in fact file its major donor statements with the
City of Gakland. With regard to the use of cashier’s checks to make contributions, the FPPC
tound that the Foundation made two contributions; one in the amount of $15.000 and one in the
amount ¢f $13,684, to the committee.

The Act provides that no contribution a}% one hundred dollars (5100) or more shall be

made or recetved § n uzah {Section 843000a1) The Commission has nterpreted &«}‘»E% e tude

contributions by cashier’s check or money order. Lfla Advice Letter, No, L00+
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Your actions violated the Act because the Foundation made two separate contributions by
cashier’s check to the committee. However, since the cashier's checks contained both the name
of the committee as the payee and the name of the Foundation, and both the Foundation and the
comimittee reported the contributions on their respective campaign statements, the Commission is
closing this matter.

This fetter serves as a written warning, The information in this matter will be retained
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly
discovered information or future conduet. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the
future will result in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for each violation.

A warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or fine.
However, the warning letter resolution does not previde you with the opportunity for a prebable
cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices
Commission. If you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case
proceed with prosecution rather than a warning, please notify us within ten (10) days from the
date of this letter. Upen this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed
with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not receive such notification, this waming
letter will be posted on the FPPC’s website ten (10) days from thie date of this letter.

Pleasc feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this letter.
Sineerely,

REDACTED

o Gary S. Winuk, Chief
Enforcement Division

GSWjt



